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UDEAC Summit Ends; Communique Issued 
ABO092126 Libreville Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 9 Jon 88 


[Excerpts] The heads of state of the member countries of 
the UDEAC [Customs and Economic Union of Central 
Africa] met yesterday at the Renovation Palace in Libre- 
ville for an informal summit [words indistinct] on the 
financial situation of the BEAC [Bank of Central African 
States]. Jean-Francois Nguema, who covered the delib- 
erations, gives us the details: 


{[Nguema] The meeting of the heads of state of BEAC 
member countries is a follow up to the 23d UDEAC 
summit held in Ndjamena, Chad in December 1987. It 
was presided over by His Excellency El Hadj Omar 
Bongo in his capacity as the president of the host country 
and as the current chairman of the BEAC. [passage 
Omitted] The meeting, which took place behind closed 
doors, ended with a final communique which was read to 
the press by BEAC Governor Casimir Oyemba. 


[Begin Oyemba recording] The heads of state of BEAC 
member countries met in Libreville under the chairman- 
ship of His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, president of 
the Republic of Gabon, in accordance with the decision 
made at the 23d UDEAC summit held in Ndjamena 
from 17 through 19 December 1987. Participating in this 
summit were Their Excellencies President Paul Biya of 
the Republic of Cameroon; President Denis Sassou- 
nguesso of the People’s Republic of Congo; President 
Hissein Habre of the Republic of Chad; Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, president of the Republic of Equatorial Guin- 
ea; and Dieudonne Wazoua, CAR minister of finance 
and planning, who represented His Excellency Andre 
Kolingba, CAR president. The full list of this delegation 
[words indistinct]. 


The heads of state examined the recent developments in 
the international economic and financial situation as 
well as its effects on the countries in the subregion. They 
strongly deplored the persistent deterioration of the 
official prices of exports and the instability of the finan- 
cial markets. They also expressed their belief that the 
reduction in the flow of net capital to the detriment of 
the countries in the subregion is a serious obstacle to the 
rapid restoration of the disrupted economic stability. In 
this regard, the heads of state reaffirmed their strong 
desire to pursue the economic, monetary, and financial 
recovery efforts which have already been undertaken. 
These efforts must be supplemented by strengthening the 
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revival of the economy at the level of world partners and 
by placing greater emphasis on the coordination of 
policies in an interdependent world. In this regard, they 
firmly and determinedly supported the conclusions of 
the recent OAU extraordinary summit, notably the 
project of a conference between African countries and 
their creditors. 


The heads of state expressed the hope that industrial 
nations would promote the stabi'ity of the trade sector, 
support a noninflationist growt.., and remove protec- 
tionist barriers. The heads of state expressed serious 
concern about the thorny debt problem. They also 
expressed the hope that international financial institu- 
tions would boost growth, development, and supply of 
fresh capital, which are essential for the recovery of 
developing nations’ economies. They stressed the need 
for subregional cohesion for common solutions to eco- 
nomic and financial problems confronting them, since 
ihis constitutes the best guarantee in the face of the 
present challenges. 


To encourage development prospects, the heads of state 
stressed the need to restructure the economies of their 
countries in order to promote a comprehensive subregio- 
nal industrialization and greater freedom in trade. All 
this will significantly help improve their peonle’s stan- 
dard of living. 


Concerning the system that regulates monetary cooper- 
ation within the Franc Zone, the heads of state reaf- 
firmed the full validity of the solidarity regulations that 
govern this cooperation, notably the freedom of transfers 
and the stability of the exchange rate of the CFA franc 
against the French franc. Taking note of the monetary 
situation prevailing in the area, the heads of state gave 
directives to their finance ministers to immediately take 
appropriate measures. 


At the end of their stay, the heads of state and delega- 
tions expressed their sincere thanks to their brother and 
friend, President Omar Bongo, and to the Gabonese 
people, government, and Democratic Party, for the very 
warm welcome accorded them and their delegations. 


Issued in Libreville on 8 January 1988. [end recording] 


Following the end of the session of this informal summit, 
the heads of state of Cameroon, the People’s Republic of 
Congo, Equatorial Guinea, and Chad leave Libreville 
today, Saturday, 9 January 1988 [words indistinct] 
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Burundi 


Commentary on Bagaza’s Attempt to Return 
EA101840 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
0420 GMT 10 Jan 88 


[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] Once again, Bagaza has attempted to enter 
Burundi unlawfully, despite what he had been told by the 
authorities of the Third Republic. Bagaza is unwanted in 
- Burundi by the people, who rejected him on 3 September 
1987. [passage omitted] 


Today, everyone wonders whether Bagaza is mad, 
whether he is aware of how ridiculous he is becoming 
and of his rejection at the hands of the Burundian 
people. In fact, the truth is that Bagaza is not as mad as 
you may think, but (?he enjoys) support in many forms 
from an African country with which we has had good 
relations up to now; the only act of enmity is the 
overthrow of Bagaza. That country considered that the 
overthrow of the Bagaza regime constituted an 
unfriendly act toward itself. Fortunately, the regime of 
the Third Republic, which is always concerned about the 
principle of good neighborliness, keeps up the friendship 
and understanding already expressed by its immediate 
neighbors and other countries of the region. That coun- 
try blames the Burundian people for rejecting the Bagaza 


regime. 


Now Burundi would like to seriously warn this coun- 
try so that if it thinks that the overthrow of the 
worn-out regime of the Second Republic is a mistake, 
we assume responsibility for it. After all, men come 
and go but interests of a nation are eternal. Another 
thing is that the Burundian people have the right to 
change their leaders without asking anyone else’s 
opinion. Burundi, firm in its principle of goodneigh- 
borliness, will never relinquish it to satisfy anyone 
else. We are a sovereign country and we look forward 
to remaining one. This should be understood once 
and for all. 


A country with which we have no common border, a 
country which is neither part of central Africa nor 
eastern Africa [as heard], a country whose sole rela- 
tion with Burundi is common membership in the 
OAU—how can we describe the friendly relationship 
such a country was having with Bagaza? This makes 
us believe that Mr Bagaza has become their instru- 
ment. This country has been at the forefront in 
criticizing the imperialism of the superpowers. How- 
ever, we should henceforth also talk of the imperial- 
ism of medium powers. 


This is unfortunate for the peace and stability of our 
continent. For Bagaza, the machinations he is making 
have accustomed to having a bitter taste in our 
mouths. How can a former head of state become so 
stupid to the extent of transforming an airport into a 
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circus, thereby becoming ridiculous before an audi- 
ence that cannot believe what it hears and see? In 
general, Burundians know how to keep their dignity, 
but Bagaza is showing us a (?third) face. The Burun- 
dian people again have had enough of this (episode), 
which fortunately will not divert them from their 
primordial ideal: the development of the country. 


Somciimes words are not enough when it is a matter 
of talking to a stubborn person, but Bagaza should 
know that no head of state has ever retained his power 
after being rejected by his people. So, no one wants 
Bagaza anymore. Moreover, he has gotten his asylum, 
so if he were wise he would do well to take advantage 
of it. 


Gabon 


Chad Group Arrives For OAU Ad Hoc Committee 
ABO071946 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] The Chad-Libya conflict will be discussed in 
Libreville this week. A Chadian delegation arrived this 
afternoon in the Gabonese capital to attend the meeting 
of experts of the OAU ad hoc committee in charge of 
settling the Chad-Libya border conflict. The delegation, 
which is led by Michel Froud, permanent secretary of the 
Chadian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, arrived in the Air 
Chad plane which brought President Hissein Habre to 
Libreville to participate in the informal summit of heads 
of state of the Customs and Economic Union of Central 
African States. 


The experts, jurists, and cartographers of the six 
member countries of the OAU ad hoc committee, 
which is chaired by Gabon, are scheduled to meet 
“very soon” in Libreville to examine the documents 
submitted to it a few weeks ago by the two opposing 
factions. According to a reliable source in Libreville, 
Libya will also be represented at this meeting which 
will be followed at the end of January by a ministerial 
meeting in Libreville. 


Zaire 


Opposition Official Arrested on Arrival 
AB091743 Paris AFP in French 2059 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Kinshasa, 8 Jan (AFP)—Tshisekedi wa 
Mulumba, one of the leaders of the Union for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress [UDPS, banned opposition 
party] was arrested on Friday [8 January] morning at 
Kinshasa Airport, where he had just disembarked 
from Brussels, it was learned from a reliable source in 
the Zairian capital. 
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While going through border controls Mr Tshisekedi, who 
was expected outside the airport by many members of 
the movement, was seized by three men in plain clothes 
who whisked him away in a rented car. His whereabouts 
remained unknown yesterday evening. 


A few hours before his departure for Kinshasa, Mr 
Tshisekedi had been arrested by the Belgian police while 
leaving his borther’s residence in Antwerp (about 60 km 
from Brussels). He was released shortly thereafter and 
finally was able to take the flight for the Zairian capital. 
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Mr Tshisekedi had left Kinshasa in July 1987 “for health 
reasons” and had seized the opportunity to tour Europe, 
the United States, and Canada. 


The UDPS, of which Mr Tshisekedi was one of the 
founders in 1982, had announced in June 1987 in 
Geneva the signing of an agreement with Zairian Presi- 
dent Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. This agreement had 
resulted in the exclusion of the UDPS representative 
from the deliberations that led to the formation of a 
Zairian government in exile in September 1987 in Gen- 
eva. According to the 11 opposition movements that 
formed this government, the UDPS has “rallied to the 
dictatorial regime in Kinshasa.” 
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Ethiopia 


EPLF Takes 1,800 Troops ‘Out of Action’ 
EA091447 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1300 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] The heroic combatants of the EPLF have 
destroyed two Dergue brigades stationed at Areza and 
May Dema and surrounding areas north of Mendefera. 
The heroic members of our people’s Territorial Army 
and the militia won this glorious victory the day before 
yesterday in an attack between 0400 and 1100. In the 
attack, they also repulsed reinforcements sent from Men- 
defera and dispersed them. Areza is 40 km from Men- 
defera, while May Dema is 55 km from Mendefera. 
Te towns stayed in the hands of the EPLF for 12 and 
1/2 hours. 


In this first great offensive launched since the beginning 
of the new year, our heroic combatants put over | ,800 
Dergue troops out of action. Of these, 710 were killed, 
230 wounded and 147 captured. Our heroic combatants 
also captured 533 assorted weapons and 9 communica- 
tions sets. 


During their stay in Areza and May Dema our heroic 
combatants burned arms and ammunition stored by the 
Dergue army. [passage indistinct] 


PDRY Foreign Minister Departs for Home 
EA082231 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] Comrade Dr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dali, member of the 
YSP Central Committee and PDRY foreign minister, 
returned home today after delivering a message from 
Comrade ‘Ali Salim al-Bid, secretary general of the YSP 
Central Committee, to Comrade President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam. Comrade Dr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz also held talks 
with Comrade Berhanu Bayeh on relations between the 
PDRY and PDRE. Comrade ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dali was 
seen off on departure at Bole International Airport by 
Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the WPE Central 
Committee Politburo and foreign minister. 


Kenya 


Tanzania’s Mkapa Arrives With Message for Moi 
EA071808 Nairobi KNA in English 1700 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Nairobi, 7 Jan—The Tanzanian minister for 
foreign affairs, Mr Ben Mkapa, arrived in Nairobi this 
evening with a special message from President Ali Has- 
san Mwinyi for President Daniel Arap Moi. 


On arrival, he was met by an assistant minister for 
foreign affairs, Mr Ochola Makannyengo; the Tanzanian 
high commissioner to Kenya, Mr Job Ludinde; the chief 
protocol, Mr Njuguna Mahugu; and other senior minis- 
try and commission officials. 
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Later, Mr Mkapa briefly met his counterpart, Dr Zachary 
Onyonka, who briefed him on the visit of the British 
prime minister to Kenya, Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 


Mr Mkapa is accompanied by Mr Bernard Muganda, 
director general of the African and Middle East affairs; 
Mr J. Nzagi, the office of the president and Mr B. 
Mawala. 


Uganda 
Grenade Explosions at Embassies Building 


1 Dead, 4 Hurt 
LD110934 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0900 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] The cuitural attache at the French Embassy in 
Kampala, Uganda, was injured this morning in an 
attack. His life is not in danger, according to the French 
ambassador. Nevertheless, (Jean-Daniel Neveu) was 
hospitalized even though his state of health is not criti- 
cal. According to witnesses, grenades were thrown into 
the hall of an official building which accommodates four 
embassies. At the time several people were waiting for 
the elevator. A Libyan diplomat who was seriously 
injured has succumbed to his injuries. Three other 
people—officials from the various embassies—were 
injured. The building, which is situated opposite the 
Ugandan Parliament, accommodates the embassies of 
France, West Germany, Libya, and Sudan. 


3 Reportedly Dead 
LD110815 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0800 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] A French diplomat serving in Kampala, Uganda 
was injured this morning in an attack. Unidentified 
persons threw a grenade into the hall of the building 
which accommodates the French chancellery as well as 
the embassies of Libya and Sudan. According to the 
French ambassador, there are reportedly three dead— 
two Ugandans and a Libyan. Among the injured is 
(Jean-Daniel Neveu), the French cultural attache who 
was immediately transported to a hospital. It is not 
known how seriously he is injured. 


Kampala Says 3 ‘Seiiously Injured’ 
EA110809 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Text] A grenade has exploded at a building housing the 
Sudan, West Germany, and Libyan embassies in Kam- 
pala this morning. Three people were seriously injured 
by the explosion as they were waiting for an elevator to 
go to their offices and were rushed to hospital. Police 
immediately cordoned off the building and are still 
investigating. 
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President, Foreign Minister Leave for Cuba 
EA091803 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has left for a state 
visit to Cuba. The president, who is accompanied by the 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr Ibrahim Mukiibi, was 
seen off at Entenbbe International Airport this afternoon 
by the minister of state in the office of the president, Mr 
Balaki Kirya; the commander of the National Resistence 
Army, Commander Elly Tumwine; the Cuban charge 
d’affaires to Uganda, Mr (Jave Viamot Korera); and 
other high-ranking officials. 
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Prime Minister Kisekka ‘Fully Recovered’ 
EA071314 Dakar PANA in English 1010 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Text] Kampala, 7th Jan (UNA/PANA)}—Ugandan 
Prime Minister Samson Kisekka has left hospital in 
London and has fully recovered from the bronchial 
infection which he caught before Christmas, the govern- 
ment tri-weekly “THE NEW VISION” has reported. 


The prime minister left Uganda on 20 December for his medical 
treatment. He was having problems with his chest and (?may 
have) had pneumonia, the paper said on Wednesday. He was 
admitted to the old Brompton Hospital in London, but was 
released before the New Year holiday, it added. 


The newspaper said that Kisekka returned for a check-up on 
Monday, but doctors gave him a clean bill of health. 
However, they advised b'm to rest for a week before 
returning to Uganda. 


Dos Santos Makes New Year’s Address to Envoys 
MB091349 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Speech by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos to the 
diplomatic corps, marking the new year; in Luanda on 9 
Jannary—recorded] 


{Text} Your excellency, the dear. of the diplomatic corps: 
your excellencies; ladies and gentlemen; comrades: | 
would like to express my thanks for the presence of this 
great and distinguished representation of countries and 
international organizations at this traditional ceremony 
of the presentation of new year greetings. The People’s 
Republic of Angola maintains ties with your countries 
and organizations and with your religious institutions. 


First, | would like to thank the illustrious dean of the 
diplomatic corps accredited to Angola for the prosperous 
new year he has wished the Angolan people, their gov- 
ernment, and myself. I wish you a happy and prosperous 
1988 as you go about your duties, strengthening the 
friendship and cooperation between our peoples. 


Mr Dean, your speech highlighted crucial issues in the 
international arena. It made a realistic assessment of the 
situation in Angola. I refer to this with pleasure because 
it shows you have followed with interest, and interpreted 
correctly, the Angolan situation. Thus, we believe your 
excellency’s work here will be all the more important for 
the bilateral relations which the People’s Republic of 
Angola maintains with the institutions and states you 
represent. Your knowledge of Angolan reality, of the 
aims of our internal and external policies, and of the 
Angolan people's difficulties in fulfilling their aspira- 
tions for complete independence, peace, and social 
progress will be grater. 


We look upon this new year with the realism and serenity 
that have always characterized our people. No doubt, 
this will be a decisive year for Angola. To a great extent, 
the future will depend on what we achieve. 


However, we are confident because the Angolan people— 
hardened by st and sacrifice—have always shown 
the ability to confront h‘story’s greatest challenges. 


Your excellencies, you are doing your duty in a region of 
great tension, where the apartheid system's aggressive 
nature has been the cause and source cf war and insta- 
bility throughout southern Africa and in the People’s 
Republic of Angola. You know our situation ’s:cause you 
have been with us through good and bad timvs. You have 
seen the determination with which we have defended 
and will continue to defend our sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity, and our efforts to attain peace. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Despite all our initiatives, the desired improvement in 
souiern Africa's politics did not materialize. Instead, 
we saw South Africa increase its aggressive actions 
against the People’s Republic of Angola in the last 3 
months ot 1987, clearly showing it seeks to obstruct all 
efforts for a negotiated resolution of the Namibian issue 
based on UN Security Council Resolution 435/78. 


South Africa’s arrogance is made evident by the fact it 
still maintains troops on occupied Angolan territory. It 
has also failed to observe the letter and spirit of UN 
Security Council Resolution 602/87, which demands its 
unconditional withdrawal from Angola. 


So far, the South African Government has used language of 
arms and force to preserve the foundations of apartheid and 
its colonial presence in Namibia, and to attempt to replace 
the governments of thc Frontline countries, Angola and 
Mozambique in particular, with satellite governments. 


In this context, we have been able to find appropriate 
answers, although they are perhaps insufficient to pro- 
voke immediate changes. However, they are effective 
enough to give us a grasp of the situation and establish 
alternative long-term plans. At the right time, our ene- 
mies will become aware of this reality: Despite their use 
of increasingly sophisticated war machinery in their 
aggression against the People’s Republic of Angola since 
1975, we are not any weaker today than we were | 2 years 
ago. We have been able to thwart their plans. 


In South Africa and in Namibia, the struggle has not 
ended. Mozambique hes not been defeated. It is through 
this obvious lack of political realism that they continue 
along the path of using force and military aggression 
against the peoples of southern Africa, because these 
peoples will be the victors and not the vanquished in the 
end. They have reason and justice on their side. 


We believe your excellencies have a realistic understanding 
of the situation and will continue to make every effort to 
maintain your governments’ support for the peace initia- 
tives of the People’s Republic of Angola to secure the 
honorable, jusi, and lasting resolution of the problems of 
southern Africa. 


The fact that the Angolan Government has insisted on the 
search for negotiated solutions instead of war should not be 
seen as a sign of weakness. Instead, it should be seen as 
Angola's awareness of its (?capacity) to stem the loss of lives 
and destruction of resources which should be used for the 
development of southern Africa and mankind. Moreover, 
Angola believes that the easing of tension in southern Africa 
is indispensable for the consolidation of world peace. 


In this spirit, in 1987 we maintainzd contacts with the 
United States and we are prepared tc continue them. Seeing 
that the end of its mandate is nearing, we hope that the 
current U.S. Administration will not waste this opportunity 
to fulfill its stated desire to contribuic to Namibia's inde- 
pendence and to rid Africa of colonialism. 
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We are aware that Namibia’s independence will not 
settle the southern African issue completely. However, it 
could reduce tension in this region and contribute to a 
faster settlement of the ccenfl -ts threatening the security 


and tranquility of its peoples. 


As you know, in 1987 the Angolan Government fostered 
intense internal and external activity to improve its 
people’s living standards. We will continue to do so in 
future. To this end, we must rely on our own hard work 
and on our partners’ understanding and contributions, 
made in the framewe7k of mutually advantageous coop- 
eration. In this regard, we paid state visits to a number of 
Western European nations. During these visits, we were 
able to observe positive developments in government 
policies on Angola. This may show greater pragmatism 
on their part. We hope it will result in actions that 
contribute to balanced political and military relations. 


Your excellencics, ladies, and gentlemen: In today’s 
world, dialogue among nations is increasingly important 
as an eificient means of solving mankind's problems, 
especially the need for nuclear disarmament a1d for 
ending wars in all parts of the world. 


The meeting between CPSU General Secretary Mikhail 
Gorbachev and U.S. Fresident Ronald Reagan in Washing- 
ton is of special significance because they signed an accord 
on the climination of short- and medium-range missiles in 
Europe. This showed that when there is perseverance and a 
sense of responsibility in dialogue, it can become a powerful 
means of persuasion. However, it is important that this 
comparative relaxat‘on in superpower relations mark the 
beginning of a dynamic process with positive effects on 
international relations, so that there is understanding and 
harmony among the peoples of the world. 


In this regard, we salute the peace and dialogue initia- 
tives beginning to take shape in Asia, Latin America, and 
Africa, in the search for just and peaceful solutions that 
respect the freedom, independence, and sovereignty of 
states and peoples. 


We must also refer to the Middle East issue. The interna- 
tional community must emphasize the need for the holding 
of an international peace conference attended by all 
involved and interested parties, including the PLO, in an 
equitable manner, so an urgent resolution can be found to 
satisfy the Palestinian people’s legitimate aspirations. 


Your excellencies, in conclusion, I repeat my wishes of 
success in your duties in 1988. I hope that friendship, 
solidarity, and cooperation between our peoples and 
governments will become even stronger in 1988. 


Thank you very much. [applause] 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 
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President Addresses Diplomatic Corps 
MB061510 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1100 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Speech by Joaquim Alberto Chissano, president and 
chairman of the Frelimo Party, at a reception for mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps at Ponta Vermelha Palace in 
Maputo on 5 January—recorded] 


[Text] Your excellency, Mr Ali Mchumo, ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiar, of the United Repub- 
lic of Tanzania and dean of the diplomatic corps accred- 
ited to the People’s Republic of Mozambique, members 
of the diplomatic corps, ladies and gentlemen; your 
excellzncies: We listened attentively to the message from 
the dipl.. .atic corps accredited to the People’s Republic 
of Mozambique, read by its illustrious dean. They are 
words of solidarity and friendship from the peoples and 
governments your excellencies illustriously represent in 
the People’s Republic of Mozambique. In your message, 
you expressed your couniries’ renewed will to support us 
in our efforts to end terrorism in our country and 
reconstruct the Mozambican fatherland. 


Mr Dean, members of the diplomatic corps: At the 
beginning of 1987, we were mourning the demise of our 
dear comrade and guide, President Samora Moises 
Machel. However, despite the fresh wound in our hearis, 
we mobilized ourselves for the implementation of the 
nation’s tasks. During the glorious campaign for national 
liberation, we learned the best way to mourn a comrade 
is to take up his weapon and continue the struggle. We 
learned to transform pain into renewed efforts to defend 
the ideals for which President Samora Machel fought 
and died. Therefore, 1987 was a year of intense political, 
military, and diplomatic activity. It was also a time of 
intense work in the economic field. 


Mr Dean, our activities this past year continued to be 
guided by the principle of serving the interests of the 
people and nation. We hve determinedly continued to 
face up to the country’s difficult situation. We have 
concentrated our efforis on the mobilization of internal 
and external resources to core with the emergency situ- 
ation affecting the nation. The government has had to 
appeal to the international community. The prompt 
response of various countries and organizations has 
enabled us to plan and execute an emergency program 
which has become a concrete reality, with very positive 
results. The primary goals of the program have been tc 
rescue people at risk and to resettle displaced people, 
immediately creating conditions for them to resume 
their normal lives quickly. We hope these people will 
soon be able to achieve self-sufficiency. We view this 

as a temporary situation we must overcome 
at all costs. If we see the emergency program in this light, 
the program will fit naturally into the general framework 
of the country’s economic rehabilitation efforis. 
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Mr Dean, members of the diplomatic corps: The eco- 
nomic rehabilitation program reflects our determination 
to end hunger and misery even in the war conditions we 
live in. Without claiming to have done exhaustive 
research, we can affirm that our assessmexi of the first 
year has been encouraging. This is proved by the general 
increase in production and ihe increased dynamism of 
the economic field. The economic rehabilitation pro- 
gram, with its eraergency component, is today accepted 
as the only viable and realistic strategy to rehabilitate our 
sconomy. ihe courage and perseverance of our people 
have found appreciation and respect within the interna- 
tional community. During this past year we noticed yet 
again the attention your countries gave to our problems, 
the emergency situation, and the economic rehabilita- 
tion program. There is no greater proof of this than the 
helpful and varied support we have received from your 
counties. We hope that the sympathy and solidarity of 
1987 ~vill grow stronger in this new year. We would like 
to express our appreciation and recognition of the role 
your excellencies have played in your countries to pro- 
mote understanding of the situation in southern Africa 
and the importance of helping our people. Your excel- 
lencies have known how to convey to your governments 
and peoples a correct picture of the drama in our country 
and in southern Africa. This allowed your countries to 
come to our assistance in our difficult struggle. 


Mr Dean, dear members of the diplomatic corps: Our 
region continues to be the theater of confrontation 
between the forces of liberty, democracy, and peace, and 
the forces of racism, colonialism, aggression, and terror. 
Armed and organized terrorism, in 1987 and in previous 
years, was the Pretoria regime's privileged instrument of 
destabilization in our countries. Brutality, cruelty, and 
massacres continue to characterize the actions and methi- 
ods of the armed bandits. Homoine, Manjacaze, Man- 
dimba, Taninga, and Tenga are just a few examples. 
When the strategy to divide our country failed, the 
armed bandits embarked on even fiercer terrorism, 
indiscriminate massacre, and destruction, in a real war 
against the people. Cur party and government had to 
introduce severai measures which, along with existing 
measures, seek to organize and prepare the pecple’s 
self-defense. The immediate aim is to make sure each 
Mozambican is able to defend himself, his family, his 
property, his workplace, and his home. We want to make 
sure each citizen has the opportunity to participate 
actively in the combat against armed terrorism. Within 
this context, we salute the support of several countries 
for the strengthening of our defense capacity. We are 
sure the international community will know how to meet 
the new demands of the Mozambican people's self- 
defense system. 


In South Africa, there is still an escalation of repression 
against the majority of the population. This can be seen 
in the reimposition of the state of emergency, among 
other things. The world observed with indignation the 
detention of innocent people, including children. How- 
ever, these acts of violence by the apartheid regime 
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cannot stop the South African people’s unwavering 
desire to fight for their liberation from racist domination 
and for the creation of a just and democratic society 
where all South Africans can live in peace without 
distinctions of race, color, and tribe. Social, political, 
labor, student, religious, and civilian organizations have 
proven their cohesiveness and determination to fight for 
their rights and dignity. 


The anti-apartheid movement has experienced a quali 
tative and quantitativ: advance and has widened its 
front to include whites who, refusing to be eternal 
prisoners of racism, have decided to play an active role 
in the construction of a nonracial, free, and democratic 
society in South Africa. In this context, some economic, 
political, and social figures have held discussions with 
the ANC to promote mutual knowledge and trust, fun- 
damental factors in the search for the solution of the 
South African problem. Inside and outside South Africa, 
it is becoming increasingly clear that apartheid is not just 
racial discrimination. The apartheid system is also char- 
acterized by internal repression—press censorship, divi- 
sion of the nation, militarization of power, and regional 
destabilization. Apartheid can also be seen in South 
Africa's illegal occupation and colonialization of Nami- 
bia and in its obstinate refusal to implement UN Secu- 
rity Council Resolution 435. 


In Angola, the world has witnessed yet another barbaric 
invasion by South African forces. South Africa still has 
troops on Angolan territory, despite demands by the 
Security Courcil and the international community that 
it withdraw its forces immediately and unconditionally 
from Angolan territory. 


We support the party, government, and people of the 
People’s Republic of Angola at this difficult time. We 
hail the FAPLA forces for their efficiency, courage, and 
determination in defending ihe sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of the People’s Republic of Angola. As we 
begin 1988, we are certain that FAPLA, the MPLA- 
Labor Party, and the Angoian people and government 
will achieve even greater gains. We are willing and ready 
to strengthen our unity, consolidate regional coopera- 
tion, and continue our common struggle together with 
other countries in southern Africa, the Frontline, and 
SADCC. 


Mr Dean, members of the dipiomatic corps: Last year, 
we witnessed the deterioration of the Iran-Iraq conflict. 
The Gulf region is a potential focus for confrontation 
and it could have negative and unpredictable conse- 
quences. We reiterate our call for the two countries to 
find a peaceful solution to the conflict within the frame- 
work of principles guiding the nonaligned countries, of 
which both countries are members, in the interest of 
regional and world peace. 


We salute the Latin American couniries’ joint efforts to 
try and find a regional solution for the problems affect- 


ing the region. 
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We have followed closely all the efforts made by the 
Contadora Group in the search for a peaceful ard 
negotiated solution to the Central American conflict. 


We hereby reiterate our support for the efforts of the 
Nicaraguan people and government for peace and the 
defense and safeguarding of their sovereignty, indepen- 
dence, and territorial integrity. 


As for the Middle East, we are still convinced that only 
the fair resolution of the Palestinian issue and respect for 
the Palestinian people's right to self-determination will 
bring peace to the region. In this context, we join the rest 
of the international community in condemning the 
recent wave of repression against the population in the 
occupied territories and we hereby reiterzite our support 
for the realization of the international conference on 
peace in the Middle East. 


The East Timor people's right to self-determination and 
independence is a fundamental prerequisite for the 
establishment of a climate of peace in East Timor. We 
hereby reaffirm our solidarity with the struggle of the 
East Timor people under the leadership of FRETILIN 
[Revolutionary Front for East Timor Independence]. We 
hereby demand the unconditional withdrawal of the 
invading forces in East Timor and reiterate our support 
for the holding of an international conference of solidar- 
ity with the East Timor people. 


With regard to Chad, we hope that national unity will be 
strengthened. We would like to encourage Libya and 
Chad to take the path of peaceful negotiation in the spirit 
of African unity and in the interest of peace on the 
continent. 


With regard to the Korean peninsula, our position con- 
tinues to be one of support for the efforts for the peaceful 
reunification of the Korean fatherland. Within this con- 
text, we support the initiatives by the DPRK. 


We also reiterate our position with regard to the Western 
Saharan issue. OAU and United Nations efforts .owards 
direct negotiations between the Polisario Front and the 
Kingdom of Morocco 4‘e encouraging. We hope the 
recent work by the UN mission was another step toward 
the realization of these objectives. With regard to the 
Indian Ocean region, of which Mozambique is une of the 
littoral countries, we hereby reiterate our desire to see ii 
transformed into 4 region of peace, thus fulfilling the 
aspirations of the :nternational community in general 
and the southern Africa countries in particular. We 
believe in the urgent need for the holding of a UN 
conference on the Indian Ocean. 


The People’s Republic of Mozambique also reiterates its 
fidelity to the principle of general and universal disar- 
mament. Within this context, we join all the peace- 
loving peoples in saluting the recent agreement to elim- 
inate short- and medium-range missiles by the Soviet 
Union “nd the United States. We hope this agreement is 
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the start of a new era and a step toward new and 
important agreeme=ts on other types of nuclear weapons 
and other mass dvstruction weapons. 


Mr Dean, niembers of the diplomatic corps: Last year. 
we visited several countries represented here. We « sited 
Zimbabwe, the Republic of Angola, the Republic of 
Cape Verde, the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, and Bots- 
wana. We also visited Italy, the Vatican, the United 
Kingdom, Bulgaria, the USSR, Sweden, France. 20d the 
Uniied States. We also hac the privilege of taking part in 
imp. ‘tant national events in Tanzania and in Ethiopia. 
These visits materialized our wish to develop and con- 
solidate our frie. dship and cooperation with all the 
States and governments. 


Last year, we created the foundations for our relations 
for this year and the future. Our relations should be 
guided by a spirit of greater understanding on the basis 
of a wider common knowledge of the real nature of the 
problems we re facing. 


In 1987, we had ihe great honoi of hosting the Luso- 
phone Suminit in our fatheriand. We assessed our 
increased friendship, fraternity, and cooperation with 
these countries oa the basis of the common experiences 
of oppression, humiliation, and struggle for indepen- 
dence. We were visited by Julius Nyerere, chairman of 
the Chama Cha Mapinduzi [Tanzania's Ruling Party); 
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni; Zairc’s Presidert 
Mobutu Sese Seko; ard FRG Chancellor Helmut Kchl. 


We were also honored with visits from party delegations 
and delegatians from international organizations. These 
deiegaticas came to prove their solidarity and friendship 
with our people. 


We think our diplomatic actions for 1987 were positive. 
We want to consolidate these successes and plan for the 
development of this activity in the coming years. 


Mr Dean, members of the diplomatic corps, your excet- 
lencies: Within the context of our participation in inter- 
national forums, thc People’s Republic of Mozambique 
¥ as represented at its highest level in the 42d session of 
the United Nations General Assembly. At that UN 
forum, we expressed the recognition of the Mozambican 
people and government of international commurity sup- 
port. We also reiterated our policy of nonalignment and 
our willingness to cooperate with <'l countries in the 
world, on the basis of mutual re.pect, reciprocal advan- 
tages, and observance of the principles guiding the 
United Nations. 


We also took part in the OAU's extraordinary summit on 
foreign debt. In this session, we defended the need for a 
new approach to the foreign debt problem: an approach 
that will recognize the intimate relationship between 
servicing foreign debt and development. We believe our 
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countries’ economic development must be supported 
and stimulated so they can generate additional resources 
which, in turn, are needed for servicing their debts. 


We hereby reiterate our promise to honor our obliga- 
tions. However, we would like to stress that we will not 
enter into agreements we know we cannot honor. 


Mr Dean, several weeks ago the Frelimo Party Central 
Committee met in its eighth ordinary session to discuss 
the country’s situation. We discussed the economic reha- 
bilitation program and our war situation. From these 
discussions, we were able to learn that there has been 
some advancement, despite our enormous difficulties. 
The Central Committee stressed the need for determined 
and confident action to consolidate the economic reha- 
bilitation program’s measures. We must also must make 
the necessary corrections and adjustments to overcome 
our difficulties. 


The need for faster reorganization of the defense and 
security forces was also stressed. The Frelimo Party 
Central Committee examined and approved draft laws 
submitted for approval [break in transmission] this ses- 
sion of the People’s Assembly as well as other issues of 
national and international importance. This session of 
the Central Committee also approved policies. These 
laws are important contributions to peace and stability. 
With the introduction of the amnesty law all those who 
dissociate themselves from terrorism, abandon their 
weapons of treason and crime, and (?stop serving the 
enemy) are welcome. The Mozambican Government 
and people are prepared to receive them as sons who 
promise to start a new life, the dignified life of a 
Mozambican citizen who loves and defends his father- 
land. Their reintegration will allow them to participate 
in the development of the country and in the construc- 
tion of the Mozambique we all dream of, as a free, 
independent, peaceful, prosperous, and happy nation. 


To defend these aims we will mercilessly fight all those 
who deny themselves, who repress their human condi- 
tion, and continue to wield weapons of crime, massacre, 
and destruction. We would like to take this opportunity 
to call on the international community, your countries, 
to support us in the placement and reintegration of these 
Mozambicans who decide to abandon terrorism and 
return to the fatherland. 


We would also like to call on nongovernmental organi- 
zations and humanitarian institutions to help us in our 
efforts to bring about peace and normalize life in our 
country. 


We would like to wish you excellencies and, through you, 
your peoples and distinguished leaders, a happy new year 
full of prosperity. 


We hope that 1988 will bring you great successes in your 
daily work. I would like to call on all to join me in a toast: 
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To the health of the heads of state and government 
represented here; to friendship and cooperation among 
our peoples and states; to peace in southern Africa and 
the world; to progress, well-being, and happiness for all 
peoples of the world; to the success of the great family of 
the U'nited Nations; to the health of the diplomatic corps 
accredited to the People’s Republic of Mozambique. 


The struggle continues! [applause] 


Republic of South Africa 


Commentary Views 1988 Labor Relations Prospect: 
MB060531 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
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[Station commentary] 


[Text] An intensification of labor dispuies will—it is 
being generally predicted by expert groups—be a prom- 
inent feature of industrial relations in South Africa in 
1988. In the latest of the reviews, published this week, a 
leading firm of industrial relations consultants forecast 
increasing and longer strikes this year in support of wage 
demands. Clearly, the country has some way to go yet 
before it achieves the relative stability and equilibrium 
that marks the stage of maturity in the bargaining system 
for management and organized labor. But that somber 
analysis should not obscure the underlying trends that 
are already under way towards a more developed sys- 
tem—less volatile, more responsive to the interests of all 
participants, and more equitable in acknowledging both 
their rights and their obligations. That is no less practical 
a goal for South Africa than for other countries in which 
it has become a reality. 


There is, in some quarters in this country, a belief that 
violence and economic irresponsibility are inherent in a 
situation enabling free trade unions to confront employ- 
ers on behalf of workers. This is a fallacy, as the 
experience of many another country has shown. Even a 
country like Britain, where such destructive phenomena 
once seemed endemic, has succeeded through appropri- 
ate regulatory action in creating a sound industrial 
relations system. 


In South Africa the new year will also see the further 
development of certain factors facilitating the attain- 
ment of the goal. In its report this week the consultancy 
firm identifies one of these: A greater preparedness on 
the part of employers to implement tough responses to 
potential or actual strike action. This tendency has 
grown in recent months. In the big miners’ strike, 
employers held out in difficult circumstances made 
worse by intimidation of miners who chose to continue 
working against exorbitant union demands. Obviously 
an industrial relations system can only operate satisfac- 
torily once employers are willing to deal realistically with 
union threats of the ultimate breakdown that strike 
action represents. 
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But equity in industrial relations requires also that, 
legally the forces of management and organized labor 
should be properly balanced. There have been sugges- 
tions for some time that the country’s labor reforms have 
created a new lopsided situation, in which employers 
sometimes find themselves at a legal disadvantage. A 
business memorandum to government, for example, has 
protested that the industrial court is biased in favor of 
employees and trade unions. Legislation coming before 
Parliament this year will attempt to restore a fair balance 
of statutory bargaining powers. Amongst other things, it 
will be possible to claim damages where either side has 
engaged in unreasonable action, unfair labor practices 
will be more clearly defined and sympathy strikes will be 
declared an unfair practice, and illegal strikers will not 
be entitled to legal redress. 


There remains the issue of violence. In his company 
review a fortnight ago, Mr Peter Gush, chairman of 
Freegold, spoke of a program of violence and brutality, 
including public executions, that certain union leaders 
and members had undertaken against fellow workers at 
the time of the miners’ strike. In the illegal railways 
strike earlier last year five black workers were tortured 
A set alight after being abducted from their place of 
work. 


It goes without saying that such intimidatory violence, if 

left unchecked, will inevitably destroy all prospects of a 

fair and open labor relations system in South Africa. It 

will have to be dealt with for the favorable developments 

elsewhere eventually to shape a dispensation from which 

— labor, and the country as a whole will 
it. 


Commentary Says Thatcher Views ‘Vindicated’ 
MB080614 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] For the past few years, two fundamentally 
opposed approaches have vied for supremacy in Western 
policymaking on South Africa. A year ago, when the 
United States was spearheaaing comprehensive sanc- 
tions legislation, the lobby favoring punitive isolation 
seemed finally to have overwhelmed the opposition. 
Warnings that this was a futile policy—one that harmed 
those it purported to serve while achieving none of the 
beneficial ends claimed for it—went unheeded by its 
backers. 


It has therefore been instructive, in this week in which 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher is propounding her 
opposed viewpoint to African audiences, to note the 
changes. From the United States, a leading figure in the 
drafting of the sanctions legislation has virtually admit- 
tea publicly that it was a mistake. Mr Philip Christenson 
was a senior member of a group of experts who worked 
with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to devise 
the sanctions package. 
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In an article taking a fresh look at American policy on 
South Africa, Mr Christenson now states that what is 
needed is a variation of the policy he helped destroy: 
constructive engagement. In fact, he says, a responsible 
and sustainable policy cannot be based on sanctions. 
Emphasis should be on sccking cut positive opportuni- 
ties to promote change in South Africa, rather than on 
the negativism of economic sanctions. America, Mr 
Christenson now says, must show uncharacteristic 
restraint in prescribing for South Africa. 


It is a pity that he and his colleagues were not listening 18 
months ago when the prime minister of Britain was 
telling them precisely that, as she has been telling her 
African hosts this week. While deploring apartheid, Mrs 
Thatcher has been emphatic about the role outsiders 
could or should play through their South African poli- 
cies. It is important to recognize that whatever solutions 
are arrived at, they should be negotiated internally and 
peacefully and, not least, that change is in fact already 
taking place in the country. 


Mrs Thatcher speaks with the confidence of one who has 
seen her views vindicated. As Mr Christenson’s remarks 
show, American policymakers have begun experiencing 
the effects to which she has again drawn the attention of 
the sanctions lobbyists—that their efforts are merely 
harmful, reduce their own influence, and close off 
options for evolving policies that advance their broader 
objectives. What is needed is not less involvement but 
more, to release the natural capacity of a growing econ- 
omy to erode outworn structures that have entrenched 
inequality. 


The sanctions lobby in the West was in the ascendant at 
a particular time in American electoral history. That 
gave rise to an approach that, in effect, sought to obstruct 
and destroy rather than assist and build, since it was not 
so much concerned with the fate of the target country as 
it was with considerations of domestic political self- 
interest. That lobby is still a powerful force, but the 
moral initiative has passed to the principled rationalism 
embodied in Mrs Margaret Thatcher. 


Commentary Views Cuban Activity in Angola 
MB110524 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 11 Jan 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The confirmation by the Cuban regime that it has 
a large military force in Angola has come in the wake of 
expressions of cautious optimism in the West about the 
prospects for negotiations with the Angolan Government 
on a Cuban troops withdrawal. 
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This cautious optimism was expressed in the closing 
weeks of last year by Dr Chester Crocker, the American 
secretary of state for African affairs, against the back- 
ground of a slightly more positive attitude by the Ango- 
lan Government and indications at the Reagan-Gorba- 
chev summit that the Russians were ready to explore the 
possibility of relaxing regional tensions and seeking 
political solutions to regional problems. 


The response by Cuba to these conciliatory sentiments 
appears to be a hard-line one. The Cubans have chosen 
this moment net only to confirm their large military 
presence in Angola, but to announce that—at 40,000 
men—it is even larger than had been thought by Western 
observers. Given the communists’ propensity for playing 
down their foreign aggression, this figure of 40,000 could 
in reality be even higher. 


At the same time, the Cubans have indicated that they 
have no intention of withdrawing their mercenary forces 
from Angola—a prerequisite set by both the United 
States and South Africa for independence in neighboring 
South-West Africa. 


The provocatively hardline approach that Cuba appears 
to be maintaining is a setback for the prospects for 
regional peace in southern Africa. It also serves to 
underscore the fact that the West needs to view with 
extreme caution pronouncements of more enlightened 
and more flexible policies being followed in the Soviet 
Union and other communist bloc countries. 


In announcing that it has 40,000 soldiers in Angola, the 
Cuban Government disclosed that about half of these are 
Operating in the combat zone in southern Angola. This 
confirms the active military intervention of the commu- 
nist powers in the civil war in Angola—a fact that they 
have up to now tried to play down. 


It also serves as further justification for South Africa’s 
action in southern Angola towards the end of last year. 
At the time of this action, the South African Defense 
Force made it clear that its primary objective was to 
prevent the Russian- and Cuban-supported Angolan 
forces from gaining control of southern Angola, as such 
control would have given SWAPO and the African 
National Congress greater freedom of movement in their 
efforts to infiltrate South-West Africa and South Africa 
and, thereby, directly threaten the lives of innocent 


people. 


The fact that a small defense force contingent achieved 
this objective in the fact of (as has now been revealed) 
the presence of 20,000 or more Cuban soldiers, in 
addition to sundry numbers of SWAPO, Angolan, and 
Russian personnel, makes the success of the South Afri- 
can action even more remarkable. 
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Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 8 Jan 
MB090834 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0831 GMT 
9 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 9 SAPA—Following is the SA Police 
unrest report for the past 24 hours: 


At Kwamakutha, Durban, a group of six blacks shot 
another black man in the shoulder and arm. His condi- 
tion is serious and he is being treated ii: hospital. 


At Imbali, Pietermaritzburg, two private homes were 
petrol-bombed. 


At Mhapela, near Pietermaritzburg, shots were fired at 
members of the SA Police. One man was arrested and a 
firearm confiscated. 


Unrest Report for 9 Jan 
MB100614 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0610 GMT 
10 Jan 88 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 10 SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report. 


‘Following incidents were reported overnight: 


“At Sobantu, Pietermaritzburg, the body of a 23-year- 
old man was found with bullet wounds. 


“At Nyando, Pietermaritzburg, two private homes were 
petrol bombed. 


“At Haza, Pietermaritzburg, an 18 year-old black man 
sustained serious injuries when his home was petrol- 
bombed. 


‘**At Kwamakutha, Durban, a private home was set alight 
by arsonists. 


“At Rockville, Soweto, a private vehicle was petrol- 
bombed.” 


Unrest Report for 10 Jan 
MB110549 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0543 GMT 
11 Jan 88 


{Text] Johannesburg, Jan 11 SAPA—A police spokes- 
man in Pretoria said this morning no incidents of 
violence were reported last night. 


Yesterday police only reported one death in their daily 
unrest report—a 23-year-old man found dead with bullet 
wounds in the Pietermaritzburg township of Sobantu. 


Several petrol bombing incidents on private homes were 
also reported yesterday, leaving an 18-year-old man 
seriously injured. 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB080948 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Praises Thatcher Sanctions Stance — ‘We 
commend Mrs Thatcher for her doughty defence of her 
standpoint that sanctions are not the way to bring about 
change in South Africa,” says the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 7 January. 
“It takes guts to stand up to the Commonwealth and the 
rest of the ratpack of countries that wish to bash South 
Africa with more and more trade and other embargoes.” 
“We'd love Mrs Thatcher to visit this country. And 
though some South Africans might not like what she tells 
us, whatever advice she gives will be sincere, thoughtful 
and worth hearing.” 


STAR Runs Release Mandela Campaign Ad — Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 8 January on page 4 
features a large advertisement which states in bold face: 
“Release Mandela Campaign—‘The People Shall Gov- 
ern’—We note the 76th birthday of the ANC—Unban 
Govan Mbeki.” The advertisement includes a photo- 
graph of Govan Mbeki and a release Mandela campaign 
flag with a chain. 


Full Page Ad for Biko Film — The “Tonight” section of 
THE STAR on page 6 features a full page advertisement 
for Richard Attenborough’s film “Cry Freedom” quot- 
ing Stephen Biko and Donald Woods respectively. ‘*Ste- 
phen Biko: ‘Blacks are not unaware of the hardships they 
endure. We want them to stop accepting these hardships, 
to confront them. People must not just give in to the 
hardships of life. They must find a way, even in this 
environment, to develop hope. Hope for themselves, 
hope for this country.’ Donald Woods: ‘I don’t under- 
— why he’s banned. You need a black leader you can 
talk to.”” 


BUSINESS DAY: Court Rulings Favor State — “The 
decision of the Appellate Division in the case of Omar v 
Minister of Law and Order has been a grievous, if not 
unprecedented, blow to the South African common 
law,” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 8 January in a page 4 editorial. “The judg- 
ment brushes aside the principle of equity which insists 
on hearing both sides of a case” in order to “uphold the 
emergency regulations. In doing so, it favours the state at 
the cost of the protection which the common law seeks to 
grant the individual.” However, BUSINESS DAY 
believes that “in the long, glorious sweep of the Roman- 
Dutch legal tradition of justice and liberty, the Omar 
case is surely a temporary setback.” 


NEW NATION Notes Continued Editor Detention — 
The page 6 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in 
English for 7-13 January says: ““Zwelakhe Sisul:. sditor 
of this newspaper, has been held under emergency regu- 
lations for 392 days without trial. His detention, and 
other action against the media, were the subject of 
debate at the conference on Culture for Another South 
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Africa (CASA) held in Amsterdam.” The conference 
adopted various resolutions, among which were: “To 
internationalise the campaign to defend the progressive 
press in South Africa;” and “to call upon government 
and non-governmental organisations abroad to devise 
ways to pressure the South African government” by 
“curbing the practise of allowing foreign journalists to be 
used for government propaganda.” 


Transkei Coup Weakening Homeland Rule — An 
unsigned commentary on pages 6 and 7 observes that the 
“Army takeover in the Transkei was not expected by 
most people,” but no one “doubted that real power had 
rested in the hands of those who wielded the guns long 
before the coup.” “If the military move was designed to 
force the masses into line at gunpoint, it does not seem to 
have succeeded.” Democratic Progressive Party sources 
in the homeland say “there is a feeling of deep concern 
that the political infrastructure is on the brink of collaps- 
ing. If this is an accurate assessment, then the coup has 
only served to weaken the alrcady-fragile fabric of a 
homeland ruled by shrewd political maneuvering and 
repression for |1 years.” 


BEELD Foresees NP-CP Election Ruthlessness — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
on 6 January says that “a ruthless battle is expected 
between the NP and the CP in the 2 March by-election 
which is to be held in Standerton and Schweizer-Re- 
neke.” The CP won the two seats from the NP in the May 
general election and “will want to prove that it was not 
merely by a stroke of luck.” 


African Dependence on Aid Noted — “It was not for 
nothing that Margaret Thatcher bluntly refused to intro- 
duce more sanctions against South Africa,” says a page 8 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 7 
January. “Yesterday, further financial aid to Kenya was 
announced by Britain.” “While many monetary dona- 
tions are made in an attempt to make African countries 
less dependent on South Africa—to break down apart- 
heid—it has been realized that black states must be 
forced to halt the direct and indirect barbaric terrorist 
deeds against South Africa. Africa cannot remain a 
bottomless pit. It can be expected that more and more 
conditions will be attached to monetary donations: eco- 
nomic reform, greater advancement in the field of 
human rights, and less corruption.” 


Press Comments for 9 Jan 
MB090755 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN: RSA, Israel Must Maintain Ties — Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 8 January says in 
a page 6 editorial that “we were sorry that, under U.S. 
pressure, Israel was forced to apply limited sanctions to 
South Africa.” “Israeli know-how in certain areas was 
vital to South Africa and still is; certain South African 
minerals and know-how were vital to Israel and still are.” 
“South Africa and Israel found themselves in the league 
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of the untouchables, reviled for different reasons and 
subject to boycotts....” “Both countries still need each 
other, probably more than they ever did. Even if limited 
sanctions put some strain on that friendship, the ties 
between the two countries, both victims of international 
pressures and ill will, should not be destroyed.” 


STAR: Early Elections May Defuse E ing — If 
P.W. Botha “wishes to engineer full black participation 
in a political system of his making, then he is possibly 
years away from achieving that triumph,” comments 
John Patten in “The Independent” in Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 9 January. “If he wishes to 
turn the tide against his Afrikaner foes in the Conserva- 
tive Party and restore the National Party to its position 
of unchallenged domination, then he is very far from 
doing so.” “Therefore, he has good reason to dread early 
elections.” “‘Rather than face two years of electionee- 
ring...it must be at the forefront of Mr Botha’s mirc io 
call municipal and tricameral elections simultaneously 
sometime this year. It is a prospect he cannot relish.” 


CAPE TIMES: October Nationwide Poll Tempers 
Reform — “Speculation that government will go to the 
polls in October on the back of nationwide municipal 
elections makes a lot of sense, but it also implies brakes 
on the pace of reform in the interim and further divi- 
siveness from emotive hustings,” says Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English for 7 January in a page 6 editorial. 
“*..An October election would allow government to at 
least partially side-step the painful fact that it would 
have to scrap the Group Areas Act if it wanted to avoid 
being forced by the Labour Party into an election next 
year,” adds the paper. “...Reform and termination of the 
emergency are likely to go on the back burner in the lead 
up to a national election, though a ten-month hiatus till 
October has to be better than the longer one implied in a 
poll next year. Alas, once again there has to great irony in 
government being forced by lack of reform to go to the 
electorate either this year or next to strengthen a hand 
ostensibly weakened from the right because it cannot 
grab the nettle of positive, adequate change.” 


Press Comments for 11 Jan 
MB! 10927 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR on Delay in Chief Justice Appointment — 
“*Legal experts suggest that the failure of the government to 
appoint a Chief Justice is unwise and unprecedented, and 
that the decision to keep Mr Justice Rabie on in an acting 
capacity, although he has reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 70, is unconstitutional,” says the page 10 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 10 
January. The minister of justice, Kobie Coetsee, “is ada- 
mant that the appointment is ‘legal’,” but he has “failed to 
provide adequate explanation for the extraordinary circum- 
Stances surrounding his actions. The longer he delays, the 
more credence accrues to widespread speculation in the 
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legal fraternity that the government has put the chief justi- 
ceship on ice, awaiting the rise of a judge who suits its 
politica! purpose.” “Suspicion grows that the delay is caused 
by the government's insatiable appetite for power.” 


Transkei Leader Not RSA ‘Yes-Man’ — Gary van Staden 
writes on the same page that the new military ruler in 
Transkei, General Bantu Holomisa, “apparently looks to 
no-one for direction, least of all South Africa. ‘I am 
nobody’s "yes-man“...certainly not South Africa’s,” he 
retorted to allegations by Miss Sigcau that South Africa’s 
hand may have held the Transkei Defence Force guns 
which ousted her.” Van Staden further says there are 
“*highly-informed sources in Umtata who believe that the 
ultimate dream of the young idealist general is to unite all 
the Xhosa people under a single political authority.” There 
exists also “little doubt in Umtata that General Holom:sa is 
an honest, determined idealist who intends to put the 
Transkei back on the straight and rarrow. There is also 
little doubt that he has given himself enormous—perhaps 
absolute—power in the homeland.” 


SUNDAY TIMES: Criticism of Government Secrecy — A 
page 20 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English on 10 January notes the SADF refusal to provide 
information on soldiers alleged to have died of a virulent 
strain of malaria. The SADF “reticence to provide informa- 
tion” is “not an affliction purely of the military, but a 
growing, insiduous disease which is infecting our society as 
a whole: its government, public life, private institutions and 
even, to an extent, the judicial process.” “No reasonable 
person would wish to dispute the right of the state to keep 
certain matters secret. Nor should one underestimate the 
difficulties of a government trying to nurse a conservative 
white electorate towards reform while keeping a restive 
majority black population content with gradualism. But the 
real problem is that leaders, not merely in government, 
regard the free flow of information as threatening, whereas 
it is, in fact, so often the opposite.” 


PFP Urges SAA Priv: ization — The PFP chief spokesman 
on transport, John Mclcomess, writes on page 21 that as 
good as the South African Airways (SAA) is in the air, it is 
“just the opposite on the ground.” Malcomess proposes the 
“very first step is to totally and completely sever SAA from 
SATS [South African Transport Services]. I can see no 
justification in continuing with a system where the overall 
head of SATS has never served with SAA and he is sup- 
ported by three commissioners whose prime qualification is 
their membership of the National Party.” Malcomess also 
believes that “a start must be made on privatisation of 
SAA,” and “the ultimate objective should be the sell-off of 
SAA by government.” 


RAPPORT Notes Thatcher Reform Stance — Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 10 January notes that Margaret 
Thatcher has pointed out during her visit to Nigeria that 
change in South Africa “can best be helped by involvement 
rather than a complete break with the country.” The edito- 
rial says Thatcher and her supporters “frequently point to 
the change that has occurred in South Africa,” but “should 
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there be a halt to the process of change, then Thatcher's 
argument would lose credibility and when a strategy pro- 
duces no results then it must be reconsidered. For South 
Africa the message is clear: Although Thatcher’s stance is 
not the motivation for internal reform, one must take into 
account that such a stance will not necessarily be main- 
tained if there is no or too little progress with reform.” 


US. Political Change Challenge for RSA — Professor Carl 
Noffke, director of the Institute for American Studies at the 
Rand Afrikaans University, says on page 16 that “there has 
been a remarkable political revolution in the United States. 
A revolution which should cause the South Africans to sit up 
and pay attention.” “There are new directives in politics in 
the U.S. These new set of rules provide new challenges and 
possibilities for South Africa.” Noffke believes that “for the 
first time since the 1920's it is not political ideology but 
political values which will hold the balance of power in the 
election.” According to a Gallup poll conducted in the U.S., 
it was found that “the most important internal political 
question in 1988 will be social equity rather than social 
welfare; that the greatest political power base of the Demo- 
cratic Party is crumbling and will not be replaced; and that 
black Americans, whatever their economic status, will not 
become Republicans.” “It is necessary for South Africa to 
be aware of these changes in U.S. politics.” “Our relation- 
ship with the U.S. has reached such a low tide that we 
should do everything in our power to achieve what seems 
almost impossible. These changes in the politics of the U.S. 
may even open up new roads for us.” 


VADERLAND: Homelands Must Account for RSA Loans 
— “It is of crucial importance that South Africa respects the 
independence of the Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, 
and Ciskei (TBVC) homelands,” says Johannesburg DIE 
VADERLAND in English on 7 January. “The government 
must try to avoid giving credibility to the propaganda that 
the homelands are puppet states of Pretoria.” However, 
“the money that goes to the TBVC-states—whether as 
donations or loans—is taxpayer money and must be 
accounted for. The South African taxpayer has the right to 
know what use his money is being pui to.” 


BURGER Commends Thatcher Sanctions Stand — ‘“‘Marga- 
ret Thatcher’s strong objections to compulsory sanctions 
does not make her an apologist for the South African 
Government,” remarks Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afri- 
kaans on 7 January in a page 14 editorial. “She has definite 
opinions about what she thinks is wrong in South Africa and 
makes no bones about it. But, she believes that change must 
be peaceful and must come from within South Africa.” 
Vhat a contrast between Thatcher’s actions and those of 
er Western countries! Although President Ronald Rea- 
of the U.S. has repeatedly spoken out against sanctions 
zainst South Africa, it appears that his administration is 
powerless against the sanctioneers’ pressure and increas- 
ingly accepts more punitive measures against South Africa.” 
If Thatcher’s example “were imitated by other leaders the 
whole of southern Africa could only benefit.” 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


STAR on P.V/. Botha Business Summit — “Unlike 
governments in most developed Western countries, the 
South African authorities, to the nation’s cost, relegate 
economic issues close to the bottom of their priority 
list,” observes a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 11 January. “This places additional 
urgency on the occasional business summit.” Referring 
to the forthcoming meeting between State President 
P.W. Botha and businessmen, the editorial says “‘at least 
Mr Botha could do the country a great service by 
listening to what businessmen will be telling him, rather 
than telling them how they should run their affairs.” 


Renamo Popularity Increases — Robin Drew writes on the 
same page that according to an analysis of the security 
situation in Mozambique prepared by a “well-informed 
group which has taken a special interest in the territory,” 
“unless a truly international consensus can be struck on the 
future of Mozambique, one that includes South Africa, the 
only outlook for the immediate future is one of bloody 
stalemate associated with enormous human suffering.” 
“The analysis maintains that despite well-documented 
accounts of savage atrocities inflicted by the rebel group, 
Renamo,” the movement “remains influential and popular 
in many parts of Mozambique.” “Today Renamo had 
degenerated as an organisation,” but “as Mozambique’s 
economy deteriorated, so the numbers supporting Renamo 
had grown and it was now probably three times the size it 
was in 1984, though poorly equipped for anything 
approaching conventional warfare.” 


BUSINESS DAY: USSR Contemplating African With- 
drawal — “For some time signals have been emerging 
from Moscow to suggest that the Soviet Union is having 
second thoughts about its role in southern Africa, par- 
ticularly in Angola,” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 11 January in a page 4 editorial. 
“Diplomatic signals are necessarily cautious, often 
ambivalent, and there is no need in this space to review 
all the evidence, but the theme, in general, has been that 
the Soviets have been disillusioned by their experience in 
Africa.” “If so, every resource of South African diplo- 
macy should surely be deployed to explore the possibil- 
ities.” “Civilian diplomats will be failing in their duty if 
they neglect to explore the suggestion that the Soviet 
Union, a society under stress as it struggles to shed a 
failed ideology, would prefer to be rid of its African 
burden. If the Russians want to go home, South Africa 
should spare no effort to make it easy for them.” 


SOWETAN Welcomes UDF-Inkatha Call To Cease Vio- 
lence — “The joint statement from the United Democratic 
Front and Inkatha calling for the cessation of violence in the 
Pietermaritzburg area, is the best news that we have had 
thus far,” says a page 4 editorial in Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on |! January. “Many people have become 
convinced that while the fighting has gone too far for those 
involved to forgive and forget, a statement of this nature 
from leaders of the two organisations would go a far way.” 
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Ghana 


Commentary on UK Sanctions, ‘Damaged 
ABO91549 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Koffi Amponsah-bediako commentary] 


[Text] Last Monday [14 January] the British prime 
minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, set off on a tour of 
Kenya and Nigeria. The two countries are important 
trading partners of Britain and this could probably be 
one of the reasons why the British prime minister chose 
to restrict her visit to those countries. British trade with 
Nigeria, for example, amounts to about 900 million 
pounds a year and it is important to find out why she 
chose to come <o black Africa at this time. The reason for 
the visit to Africa lies in the damage done to Britain’s 
image as a result of the prime minister's opposition to 
economic sanctions against racist South Africa. During 
the last Commonwealth summit in Vancouver, Canada, 
Britain threw a stumbling block in the way of the other 
Commonwealth members who agreed that the imposi- 
tion of economic sanctions was the only peaceful way to 
dismantle apartheid. The African members of the Com- 
monwealth became highly disappointed by Britain's 
position, and since then, Britain’s already damaged 
image has further deteriorated. It is this uncomfortable 
situation in which Britain finds herself that has forced 
Mrs Thatcher to come down to Africa at this time. 


The aspiration of the African Continent is to see the 
collapse of apartheid and the granting of independence 
to Namibia and South Africa. This aspiration was 
unveiled by President Daniel Arap Moi when the British 
primier visited Kenya. In Nigeria, President Babangida 
stressed the same idea, adding that Britain has a leading 
role to play in dismantling apartheid. Demonstrators 
who met Mrs Thatcher at the Lagos airport showed their 
[word indistinct} against the British leader for her oppo- 
sition to economic sanctions. The action of the demon- 
strators was in defiance of an order by the Lagos State 
police commissioner banning any demonstration. Also, 
at the headquarters of the Nigeria Labor Congress, a 
British flag was burned in protest against Mrs Thatcher's 
visit. 


Africa is against Mrs Thatcher because over the years she 
has remained insensitive to the aspirations of the conti- 
nent as far as the southern African problem is concerned. 
Thus, if Britain wants to repair her image in Africa, then 
she has to change her policies, especially that concerning 
South Africa. So long as the British leader continues to 
be adamant in her position on economic sanctions, 
Britain’s image in Africa will remain low. This calls for 
an immediate change in attitude on the part of Britain 
concerning the issue of sanctions against racist South 
Africa. Mrs Thatcher's position is that sanctions will 
affect the blacks in South Africa more than the whites. 
This argument is unacceptable, because comprehensive 
economic sanctions against Pretoria will force the Botha 
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regime to put an end to racism in South Africa. Today, 
no country can exist in complete isolation from the other 
countries in the world. Without support from Britain 
and other powerful countries, the regime in South Africa 
will collapse in no time. This is why Britain needs to 
reconsider her position on sanctions. 


Mrs Thatcher's first hand experience of the feelings of 
Africans on the South African issue can be used to repair 
Britain’s damaged image. All that Britain needs to do is 
to put an end to her opposition to sactions. It is not too 
late and the earlier Britain changes her position, the 
better it would be for that country. 


Nigeria 
Further Reportage on Margaret Thatcher Visit 


Talks with Babangida 
ABO71542 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] The visiting British prime minister, Mrs Mar- 
garet Thatcher, has been told to use her current tour of 
Africa to build the strength of feeling on the question of 
apartheid in South Africa as well as other problems 
facing the continent. In an address of welcome presented 
at State House, Marina, President Ibrahim Babangida 
said that given the remarkable achievements of Mrs 
Thatcher, Nigeria expected her to play an important role 
in dismantling apartheid. 


On relations between Nigeria and Britain, President 
Babangida remarked that both countries must utilize 
every opportunity to sustain and reinforce such relations 
which he described as traditionally good, but sometimes 
checkered. He stated that political and economic ties 
between Nigeria and Britain had increased in scope and 
intensity over the past 27 years, and expressed the hope 
that this (?plan) would carry their mutual relations far 
into the future. President Babangida commended Mrs 
Thatcher’s achievements and distinctions in Britain, 
pointing out that only few leaders of vibrant and indis 
putable democracies have long enjoyed the confidence 
and trust of their people. 


In her response, the British prime minister explained 
that the purpose of her visit was to seek ways of improv- 
ing relations between Nigeria and her country. She 
admitted that there had been problems but expressed the 
hope that her visit mark a new and important stage in the 
relations between both countries. Mrs Thatcher 
described Nigeria's economic recovery program as cou- 
rageous and said that her talks with the president will 
center on Britain's assistance for the program. 


Referring to the situation in South Africa, Mrs Thatcher 
said that there was no difference between Nigeria and 
Britain in their desire to see that apartheid ended. She 
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said she was optimistic that both countries could deal 
with the South African issue which she said was a real 
and direct concern to Nigeria and Britain. [passage 
omitted] 


Hosts Banquet 
ABO072244 Lagos Domestic Service in Englis.: 
2100 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] The British Government has been asked to 
reappraise its approach to the solution of apartheid in 
South Africa in view of the worsening situation in that 
country. President Ibrahim Babangida made the call this 
evening at a state banquet in honor of the visiting British 
prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher. President 
Babangida noted that the two countries agree that apart- 
heid must be dismantled but differed on methodoloy. 
The president recalled the various bodies especially the 
visit of the Emminent Persons Group to South Africa, 
which had failed to create a feasible environment for 
constructive dialogue with the apartheid regime. Pres'- 
dent Babangida reiterated the support of the Federal 
Government for members of the African National Con- 
gress and their just struggle to liberate their fatherland 
and ensure majority rule in South Africa. He said the 
situation in South Africa had remained a cause for great 
concern not only to Nigeria but also all nations and 
people who cherish decency, dignity, freedom and equal- 
ity. 


On the success of the structural adjustment program, 
President 3abangida said it had been encouraging. he 
said the nation had made considerable progress in the 
rescheduling of its external debts leading to a renewed 
investor confidence in the economy. President 
Babangida also stated of the need to redress the unfavor- 
able balance of trade which tilts heavily in favor of 
Britain. Nigeria and Britain, he said, should endeavor to 
work toward promoting a healthier relationship between 
the British National Oi; Corporation and the NNPC 
[Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation] The two 
countries, he said, should also explore potentials for 
increasing investments in the agricultural sector and the 
promotion of joint ventures. 


Responding the British prime minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, expressed support for the economic recovery 
of Nigeria. She said that the structural adjustment pro- 
gram [SAP] which provided self-solution to self-prob- 
lems, had won the support of the international financial 
community. As a display of solidarity for SAP, the 
British prime minister said negotiations would com- 
mence immediately with the hope of financing the 
completion of the major water supply project in Niger 
State. Britain, she said would also provide financial 
assistance for Nigeria’s military training [word indis- 
tinct). 


_ On apartheid in South Africa, Mrs Thatcher (?explained) 
~ her doubts by insisting that economic sanctions was not 
the best way to end apartheid in the enclave. The 
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concept, devised by the Commonwealth Eminent Per- 
sons Group, she stated, offers the prospects for the 
liquidation of racism in South Africa. She expressed 
disappointment that the concept devised by the Group 
had not been followed. The British prime minister 
promised to extend about 160 million naira in the form 
of aid to blacks in South Africa within the next 5 years. 
This, she disclosed, will also help to reduce the depen- 
dence of the Frontline States on apartheid South Africa 
as well as help to train them militarily. [passage omitted] 


Kano Demonstrations 
AB08 1909 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Margaret Thatcher, Britain’s prime minister, is 
rounding off her African tour in Kano, the northern 
Nigerian city. She has agreed to differ with President 
Moi of Kenya and President Babangida of Nigeria over 
her refusal to endorse sanctions against South Africa. 
Her visit to Kenya went smoothly. There were demon- 
strations against her when she arrived in Lagos yester- 
day. In Kano she had seen the traditional durbar, the 
horse riding display at the amir’s palace. Robin White 
asked Elizabeth Blunt in Kano if there had been any 
demonstrations. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] There were, yes, and they were 
noisier than the ones in Lagos. The Lagos ones had been 
made to promise that they would behave themselves. 
The Kano demonstrators got nearer to the motorcade 
and they made quite a lot of noise. There weren't a great 
many of them but they were quite vociferous so she 
certainly couldn't have missed the demonstrators in 
Kano. 


[White] | gather that there were a few rifle butts used in 
[words indistinct} 


{Blunt} There were an awful a lot of people there, and 
there was a lot of pushing and shoving and what rather 
hit the headlines was that some members of Mrs Thatch- 
e1’s party, including her press secretary and one or two of 
her secretaries, were pushed and shoved and they were 
quite upset about it but they were not hurt. 


[White] So nothing serious? 


[Blunt] No there was nothing serious. I think people in 
Britain are not used to it, but Nigerians have a rather 
more robust attitude towards crowds. 


[White] How was Mrs Thatcher dressed, going to the 
amir’s palace? 


[Blunt] Well, she was wearing a green and white dress— 
long sleeves of course to go over to see the amir and it is 
quite an honor for a woman to be received by the amir in 
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the main part of the palace, since she was really dis- 
creetly dressed but I mean the entire British party were 
completely outshone by the amir’s retinue and by all his 
supporters, and by the traditional chiefs who were 
dressed in their most gorgeous clothes. And the display 
of horsemanship was a very fine sight indeed. 


[White] I gather that when she finally left Kano, Mrs 
Thatcher was rather triumphant. 


[Blunt] Well, she did not speak to the Nigerian press at 
all. She did speak to some British journalists. And 
according to them, she said that they felt they had won 
the argument over the sanctions, and I think largely they 
felt that because it didn’t dominate the discussions 
completely. They were afraid that it would completely 
‘jou Over the trip, and it doesn’t seem to have done so, so 
they said they felt they had won the argument. Someone 
jater put this to the Nigerian foreign minister, Colonel 
Nwachukwu, and an interesting issue was that he said he 
felt there were no winners and there were no losers and 
that it was, in fact, just a question of differing on means 
(era ee 
ing 


Thatcher Meets Emir of Kano 
AB081739 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Text] The emir of Kano, Alhaji Adu Bairo, says the visit 
of the British prime minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, 
will help (?cement) the existing cordial relations between 
Nigeria and Britain. He earlier made the remark today 
while welcoming Mrs Thatcher and her husband to his 
palace. Alhaji Adu Bairo described the visit as historic, 
Saying it was similar to that of 1966 by the British 
monarch, Queen Elizabeth II. The emir, however, (?ex- 
pressed the hope that) the relationship will continue to 
flourish for the benefit of the peoples of both countries. 


In responding, Mrs Thatcher, in what our correspondent 
described as the usual diplomatic posture, expressed 
profound gratitude for the honor done her by staging the 
mini durbar, which she watched for the first time. Mrs 
Thatcher has already left for home. Earlier, on her 
arrival in Kano today, she was met by hundreds of 
demonstrators who carried placards condemning the 
British South African policy. 


Departs for Home 
AB082137 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 8 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] The British prime minister, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, has left Kano for home at the end of a 2-day 
official visit to Nigeria. She was seen off at the Malam 
Aminu Kano International Airport by Governor 
Mohammed Umaru of Kano State, the external affairs 
minister, Major General Ike Nwachukwu, Emirs, and 
chiefs [passage omitted] 
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A radio Nigeria correspondent reports that just like her 
visit to Lagos, Mrs Thatcher's arrival in Kano was 
greeted by hundreds of placards carried by demonstra- 
tors denouncing the British Government's policy in 
apartheid South Africa. But unlike in Lagos, the demon- 
strators were not allowed within the premises of Malam 
Aminu Kano International Airport. The proposed news 
conference by Mrs Thatcher did not take place and no 
reason was given for the cancellation. But our correspon- 
dent however learned that the British prime minister 
privately briefed the foreign media on her visit to 
Nigeria. 


Telephone Disruption Reportedly Due to Theft 
AB06 1804 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] It took Nigerian communications experts and 
telephone engineers several days to find out why one-half 
of the city of Lagos was cut off from the other and from 
the rest of the country. After much scrambling about that 
even involved a minister, it turned out that five main 
trunk cables capable of carrying thousands of phone calls 
had been stolen. From Lagos, Elizabeth Blunt cabled this 
report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Running Nigeria's 
crumbling communication system is an unenviable job 
but the country’s brand new communications minister, 
Colonel David Mark, could hardly have expected to 
spend his second day in office down in a manhole 
inspecting the gap where one of the capital's main 
telephone links used to be. Col Mark, who had a brief 
moment of notoriety in his days as a regional military 
govenor when he suggested the straightforward execu- 
tion of two groups of armed robbers, emerged from the 
manhole expressing very similar sentiments about the 
thieves who made off with $200,000 worth of cables over 
the holiday period. 


The copper wire from telephone cables is popular in 
Nigeria for making jewelry, but the minister described 
the latest theft as a real act of sabotage which went far 
beyond stealing wires for bangles and earrings. The cable 
theft is just one more blow to Lagos telephone subscrib- 
ers who already have to wrestle with one of the world’s 
worst systems. One of the city’s hottest gadgets at the 
moment is a telephone with automatic redial which will 
go (grimly) dialing the 5 or 25 or 45 times needed to 
make a connection while its owner gets on with doing 
something else. But even these are little help on Lagos 
mainland where most people live which is now virtually 
cut off from the city center on Lagos Island and from the 
main telephone exchange linking subscribers to the out- 
side world. According to the minister, it will be another 
week before the links between the two halves of the city 
can be restored. [end recording] 


Socialist Party Nominates Diouf for President 
AB101015 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 9 Jan 88 


[Excerpt] The Socialist Party of Senegal held its extraor- 
diaary congress this morning to nominate its candidate 
for the presidential elections and to approve the list of its 
legislators in the National Assembly. Ouigoing President 
Abdou Diouf was selected as the sole candidate of the 
Socialist Party. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone 


President Momoh on Economy, Price Reductions 
AB062014 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] President Momoh of Sierra Leone is apparently 
starting the year as he means to go on by continuing his 
crackdown on corruption, inefficiency, black marketeer- 
ing, and other economic malpractices. [sentence as 
heard] In particular, he is keen to stop in the 
scarce foreign exchange. Recently he released $10 mil- 
lion for the business community to buy imports and he 
went down to the business district in Freetown in person 
to see that it was being used wisely and not to line the 
pockets of the traders through inflated prices. Our cor- 
respondent, Kaliu Kamara, caught up with President 
Momoh on his walk-about and asked the president why 
he was particularly concerned about prices. 


[Begin recording] [Momoh] Well, I think our lives are all 
dependent on prices. If the prices are low, then we live 
better. So, as far as | am concerned, I know for some time 
now in this country the prices have gone too high and a 
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lot of people, especially the general masses, are finding it 
very difficult to be able to get ends to meet. So to hear 
that these prices have come down is most encouraging to 
me. 


{[Kamara] Has foreign exchange been made available to 
importers for them to keep their prices? 


{[Momoh] Well, not to all of them, but definitely some. 
But we should [word indistinct] that from now on we will 
try to make foreign exchange available to as many as we 
can. Many of the importers are men. 


[Kamara] Will low prices be the trend in 1988? What 
about the prices of rice and fuel? 


[Momoh], Well, we intend to let prices become lower, in 
fact, not only for 1988, but from now on. We should 
share the hope that the trend will continue to appreciate 
and in that respect, prices for rice and fuel are not 
exceptions at all. [end recording} 


Togo 


FRG Parliamentarians Meet Eyadema, Depart 
ABO072008 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 7 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] The founding chairman of RPT and president 
of the Republic General Gnassingbe Eyadema this morn- 


delegation of FRG parliamentarians, who arrived in our 
country on 5 January for a friendly and working visit. 
The seven-member delegation was led by Mr (Klaus 
Jurgendrisch), who, after the audience, said to the press 


(Reinz Hurst Goestner) attended the meeting. nex 
stop of the FRG parliamentarians, who left Lome early 
this afternoon, is Cameroon. 


